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as a Sanga poet and disappeared from the scene.
Nakkeerar and the other poets then allowed Dharmi to
collect the prize.

54. NAKKEERAR BEING TAUGHT
SUTRAS (APHORISMS)

Nakkeerar, thereafter, realised that, while
Manmatha was burnt to ashes when the Lord
Siva looked at him with his third eye, he himself was
saved by the Golden Lotus Tank into which he sank
when the Lord opened His third eye. He, therefore, used
to bathe in the tank thrice a day and then worshipped the
Lord. The Lord was pleased with the devotion of
Nakkeerar and desired to teach him the intricacies of
grammar and was considering whom to depute for
accomplishing the task.

Goddess MeenakshI reminded the Lord that
Agastya was once taught the grammar of the Tamil
language by the Lord and that the could be deputed to
instruct Nakkeera. Once, when all the Devas and Rishis
had gathered in Mount kailas, the equilibrium of the world
was disturbed and the Devas suggested to the Lord that
if a person like the Lord himself could be stationed in the
South west direction, the world would regain its
equilibrium. The Lord at once said that Agastya and his
wife Lobamudra alone could be considered to be like
himself and Goddess Parvathi and therefore, asked
Agastya to go with his wife to the south-west Agastya
requested the Lord to teach him Tamil since the
language of the place to which he had been deputed
was the same. The Lord accordingly taught him the